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1. (C) On September 17, a judge dismissed all charges against 
four men who were videotaped shooting at an opposition march 

on April 11, 2002, in which 18 people were killed and scores 

more injured. Journalist Luis Alfonso Fernandez who reported 

from the scene of the shooting while his cameraman filmed it 

and testified for the prosecution during the trial, has 
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2. (U) Declaring that they had acted in self-defense, Judge 
Alfredo Baptista cleared the Puente Llaguno shooters of all 
charges against them on September 17. On April 11, 2002, 
Richard Penalver, Rafael Cabrices, Nicolas Rivera and Henry 
Atencio among others were caught on film firing from Llaguno 
Bridge on pro-opposition marchers as they approached the 
presidential palace. The four men were the only ones who 
could be positively identified among the many shooters on the 
videotape. Government supporters claimed that they were 
returning fire from gunmen in the crowd of marchers who had 
shot first. At least 18 unarmed marchers were killed by 
gunfire. The court declared the videotape inadmissible 
evidence in the case, and in April 2003, a judge released the 
four citing insufficient evidence to detain them during the 
court proceedings. 


3. (C) In spite of witness testimony and the videotape of 
their actions, the shooters were not charged with homicide, 
but rather with public intimidation, resisting authority, and 
unlawful use of firearms. According to news reports, 
relatives of the victims were not permitted to testify in the 
trial. In a press conference, prosecutor Danilo Anderson 
declared the verdict "unjust" and announced that he will 


appeal the public intimidation charge ruling. | 
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5. (U) Commenting on the trial's outcome, Chavez saluted the 
four. He praised them for having "the courage to confront, 
with only their pistols, sharpshooters and terrorists dressed 
as policemen who were firing heavy weaponry." The President 
said the gunmen "...deserve the honor and recognition of the 
people, and we're very glad they can now go home.” 
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